Summary of Current Northeast State DG Permitting Requirements

(compiled by NESCAUM, 11/14/02)

The following summaries of state permitting requirements for distributed generators/internal combustion engines have been reviewed by most states.  However, some states were not able to review our summary of requirements before sending this document.  If there are any questions concerning a state’s requirements, please contact the listed state official directly.

CONNECTICUT

Contact:  Ernie Bouffard (ernest.bouffard@po.state.ct.us)

Engines with potential emissions of 15 TPY (tons per year) or more, AND/OR with a heat input greater than 5 MMBtu/hr must be permitted.  However, if the engine is for emergency use it can be permitted as such, or apply for an emergency exemption.  The emergency permit limits emissions to less than 5 TPY and operation to no more than 500 hrs/yr only during emergency or routine maintenance.  An emergency exemption is a permit-by-rule, which specifies self-implementation of limits on heat input, fuel type and fuel consumption.

In addition, emergency engines in the southwestern CT “load pocket” must be permitted if they are larger than 50 hp (37 kW).  These engines are allowed to run an additional 300 hrs/yr under the ISO demand response program, but are not allowed to participate in price response programs.

MAINE

Contact:  Mark Roberts (mark.roberts@state.me.us)
Engines larger than 0.5 MMBtu/hr (approximately 50 kW) must be permitted if they are at a facility with a combined heat input of 5 MMBtu/hr (500 kW) or larger.  In addition, facilities with operation-specific air permits must also permit any engines larger than 0.5 MMBtu/hr at the site.  Emergency engines larger than 0.5 MMBtu/hr (50 kW) must be permitted, and are restricted to operate no more than 500 hrs/yr.

MASSACHUSETTS
Contact:  Don Squires (donald.squires@state.ma.us)



   Nancy Seidman (nancy.seidman@state.ma.us)
Any engine must obtain a plan approval if the heat input is larger than 10 MMBtu/hr (approximately 1 MW).  If an engine is larger than 3 MMBtu/hr (300 kW) and used for anything other than emergency situations, it must also obtain a plan approval.  However, if the engine is being installed at a source that already has an operating permit for NOX emissions, a plan approval may be required for engines smaller than 3 MMBtu/hr as well.  Facilities with a combined heat input greater than 10 MMBtu/hr must file a statement of emissions at least every three years.  Emergency engines must be permitted if the heat rate input is between 3 and 10 MMBtu/hr.  These engines are restricted to operate no more than 300 hrs/yr and only during emergencies.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Contact:  Andy Bodnarik (abodnarik@des.state.nh.us)
Engines must be permitted if they have a heat rate input of 1.5 MMBtu/hr (approximately 150 kW) or greater, or if their emissions are 25 TPY or greater.  Non-emergency installations larger than 550 hp (400 kW) may require RACT controls.  Emergency engines can obtain a general permit for emergency exemption, which limits the engine to 500 hrs/yr of operation, the sulfur content of diesel fuel, and also total emissions.  These engines cannot participate in demand response programs.

RHODE ISLAND
Contact:  Doug McVay (dmcvay@dem.state.ri.us)
Diesel engines must obtain a pre-construction permit if their heat input is greater than 5 MMBtu/hr (approximately 500 kW).  Additionally, at a major source facility all engines with a heat input above 1 MMBtu/hr (100 kW) must be permitted.  Engines for emergency use must be permitted if their heat input is 1 MMBtu/hr or greater.  These engines are limited to operate no more than 500 hrs/yr and only during power outages.  If the emergency engines run on diesel fuel they must use 0.3% sulfur fuel.

VERMONT

Contact:  Doug Elliot (douge@dec.anr.state.vt.us)
Generator engines in Vermont must be permitted if their size is 450 bhp (337 kW) or larger.  Engines greater than 450 bhp installed after 7/1/99 must meet an emissions standard similar to federal non-road standards.  Engines larger than 200 bhp (150 kW) located at an otherwise permitted facility must obtain amendments to the permit.  Emergency engines in the state can operate a maximum of 200 hrs/yr, during emergencies only, and are not allowed to participate in load response programs.

NEW YORK  

Contact:  John Barnes (jdbarnes@gw.dec.state.ny.us)

In ozone attainment areas the permitting threshold is 400 bhp (brake horsepower); in non-attainment areas (New York City, Long Island, and the lower Hudson Valley) a lower threshold of 225 bhp applies.  Emergency generators are exempt from permit requirements, but are limited to a maximum of 500 hours per year of operation and may only operate when usual sources of heat and power are not available and for fire-fighting purposes. To verify compliance, emergency generators are required to maintain records of operation on site for five years. Emergency diesel generators may participate in emergency (as opposed to economic) demand response programs called by the ISO. However, total operation under such programs is limited to 200 hrs/yr. The 200 hrs/yr of allowable operation in emergency demand response programs counts toward the total emergency operation limit of 500 hrs/yr. Finally, any oil-fired emergency generators must use ultra-low sulfur fuel.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) issues three types of permits: (1) “Registration certificates” with a “cap-by-rule” for NOx which restricts actual emissions in ozone non-attainment areas to no more than 12.5 tons per year and emissions in other areas to no more than 50 tons per year; (2) state facility permits for facilities that do not qualify for a registration certificate but whose potential to emit is lower than the threshold for Title V permits; and (3) Title V permits (issued to facilities whose potential to emit one or more regulated pollutants is greater than the corresponding Title V threshold). 

Permitting requirements for units in New York City are enforced by the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (as distinct from the State DEC) and differ somewhat from those that apply elsewhere in the state. In NYC, all diesel engines over 33 kW must -- at a minimum -- be registered.  Engines over 2.8 MMBtu/hr (275 kW) must obtain a work permit unless they are emergency engines, in which case they must simply register.  Emergency engines are not restricted in terms of the number of hours they may operate in emergency situations. In addition, they may participate in emergency demand response programs, but may not be used for peak or baseload generation and must comply with state regulations.

NEW JERSEY
Contact:  Frank Steitz (francis.steitz@dep.state.nj.us)
Engines must be permitted for engines larger than 500 hp (375 kW).  Diesel engines are limited to NOX emissions of 8g/bhp-hr.  Engines permitted for emergency use are limited by either total fuel/yr or hours of operation. 

